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General Services Administration 504.602–71 

(Note that FAR 2.101 defines ‘‘in writ-
ing’’ or ‘‘written’’ to include ‘‘elec-
tronically transmitted and stored in-
formation.’’) 

(b) This policy does not apply to or-
ders placed against existing contracts, 
including Federal Supply Service 
schedule contracts. 

(c) Nothing in this policy limits your 
authority to obtain oral quotations or 
proposals as authorized by regulation 
(e.g., FAR 13.106–1 or FAR 15.203(f)). 

504.570 Procedures for using the EPS. 
(a) You must use the EPS to issue 

any synopsis required by FAR part 5 or 
GSAR part 505. 

(b) You must issue each written so-
licitation on the EPS, except as pro-
vided in paragraphs (c)(2) and (d) of 
this section. 

(c) Although GSA intends that the 
EPS will substitute for paper copies of 
solicitations, web-based transactions 
are not practical in some industries or 
in some geographic areas at this time. 

(1) If you expect that electronic ac-
cess to a solicitation will result in ade-
quate competition, distribute the solic-
itation only through the EPS. Include 
the following notice in the related syn-
opsis: 

GSA is issuing this solicitation only elec-
tronically. Interested parties may access the 
solicitation at http://www.eps.gov. This site 
provides instructions for downloading the so-
licitation file. 

(2) If you believe that distribution of 
paper copies is necessary to ensure ade-
quate competition, document the file 
to justify distribution of paper copies. 
Include the notice in paragraph (c)(1) 
of this section in the related synopsis, 
leaving out the first sentence. 

(d) In some cases, release of construc-
tion drawings must be controlled to en-
sure adequate security. In other cases, 
an exhibit or attachment incorporated 
in a solicitation may not be available 
electronically. In either of these cases, 
you must explain in both the synopsis 
and the solicitation how interested 

parties may obtain a copy. In addition 
to the notice required by paragraph (c), 
include a notice substantially the same 
as follows in both the synopsis and so-
licitation. Tailor the notice as nec-
essary for the particular acquisition. 

This solicitation incorporates documents 
which are not available electronically. See 
[Identify the solicitation section that lists 
the subject documents]. Interested parties 
may request copies of these documents by 
writing the Contracting Officer at the ad-
dress in [Identify address block in the solici-
tation]. 

(e) The Electronic Posting System 
Manual provides detailed instructions 
for using the EPS. The Manual is avail-
able at http://www.eps.gov/buyer.html. 

Subpart 504.6—Contract Reporting 

504.602–71 Federal Procurement Data 
System—Public access to data. 

(a) The FPDS database. The General 
Services Administration awarded a 
contract for creation and operation of 
the Federal Procurement Data System 
(FPDS) database. That database in-
cludes information reported by depart-
ments and agencies as required by Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 
Subpart 4.6. One of the primary pur-
poses of the FPDS database is to pro-
vide information on Government pro-
curement to the public. 

(b) Fee for direct hook-up. To the ex-
tent that a member of the public re-
quests establishment of real-time inte-
gration of reporting services to run re-
ports from another application, a one- 
time charge of $2,500 for the original 
integration must be paid by the re-
questor. This one-time charge covers 
the setup and certification required for 
an integrator to access the FPDS data-
base and for technical assistance to 
help integrators use the web services. 
The fee will be paid to the FPDS con-
tractor and credited to invoices sub-
mitted to GSA by the FPDS con-
tractor. 

[69 FR 77662, Dec. 28, 2004] 
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